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REACHING FOR THE UNREACHABLE
Victor Valley Community College opens its doors and encourages students to reach for dreams they thought were impossible through career and technical education.
Victorville, Calif., May 28, 2010 - According to the Research and Planning group for California Community Colleges (RP/CSS), “All California colleges and universities are seeing demographic shifts in the students they are serving, with large increases in Latino students, first generation college students and students from low-income families who are graduating from high school and seeking enrollment in college.  These are groups with traditionally low participation rates in postsecondary education that are likely to need additional support systems to enhance learning.  The California Community College student body differs substantially from that of four-year institutions of higher education. 22% are over 40 years of age; some are second career, minimum wage earners, homemakers, and immigrants.  Large percentages are working, raising families and attending school part-time.  Community colleges serve far more low and middle income families than their senior partners, and far more underrepresented groups.”
James Leyba is an excellent example of how Victor Valley College (VVC) provides a diverse student population the opportunity for success.  James did not have the same economic and educational opportunities as many students, as his life was consumed by poverty, but VVC would provide James the opportunities he would not have received otherwise. 
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James lost 10 years of his life to the Arizona Correctional Penal System.  “I have always believed that you never lose something, such as freedom, unless you first give it away,” James stated.  He goes on to say, “I did just that, but the vicious cycle had to stop, and these days I am giving it my all.  I used to believe that college was just a dream, but being afforded the same opportunities as everyone else, anyone can return to school.”
James has a background in construction and he started college a year and a half ago seeking only some basic training.  However, once James started taking classes and learning, he could not be stopped.  James will finish this spring with a total of four certificates in HVAC/R, commercial electrical, plumbing, and maintenance.  Through subsidized programs such as Cal-Works as well as the attentive staff, James has been encouraged and motivated to stay on another year because an Associate’s Degree is now within his reach.  He will have an Associate’s Degree in Welding and be able to participate in the graduation ceremony next spring.
James’ determination and hard work has set such a fine example for his family that his oldest daughter has graduated from high school and is planning on attending VVC.  James says, “As a parent, this makes me proud and brings elated feelings of potential redemption for those thing in life I can’t erase.”  
Advice James has for other potential students like him is, “The big picture is keeping realistic goals and sustainable expectations.  You would be surprised at what you can do with a little help and a lot of determination.”
- - - - - - - 

The Desert Regional Consortium is comprised of the 12 community colleges in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties.  Its mission is to communicate, coordinate, collaborate, promote and plan career and technical education and workforce and economic development in the Inland Empire/Desert Region.  To find valuable information about the Desert Regional Consortium, go to http://www.desertcolleges.org.

