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DESERT REGIONAL CONSORTIUM ADDRESS GROWING NEEDS OF “UNDER-RESOURCED” COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS.

Professional development workshop addresses effective strategies for student success and students building their own case for change.
San Bernardino, California, May 18, 2010- The Desert Regional Consortium, which consists of the 12 community colleges in the Riverside and San Bernardino Counties, hosted a professional development workshop entitled, Understanding and Engaging Under-Resourced College Students.  The purpose of this workshop was to address the growing needs in our community college system. According to a California Community College (CCC) research study by MPR Associates, just over 30 percent of CCC students were identified as low income.  This means approximately 1/3 of our students are considered to be “under-resourced.”  

The presenter at this event was Karla M. Krodel.  She co-authored the book, “Under​standing and Engaging Under-Resourced College Students: A fresh look at the influence of economic class on teaching and learning in higher education.”  Ms. Krodel has been a higher education administrator/ manager at Youngstown State University in Ohio, and specializes in programs for under-served populations.

An “under-resourced” student, according to Ms. Krodel is, “a student who is surviving based on limited internal and external resources, unaware that there are additional resources to work from and develop as tools for attaining success.”  In her presentation Ms. Krodel highlighted the need for recognition of economic class on student preparedness; students building on existing resources, experiences, and abilities; developing student success through curriculum design and programming; and helping students to look beyond the classroom to find ways of engaging with the larger community.

The attendees included community college deans, faculty, counselors, CalWORKS coordinators, workforce preparation coordinators, and students.  The lunch program incorporated participating students telling their personal stories of triumph, as well as being honored for their accomplishments by the Desert Regional Consortium.  
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The students included Jana Jenkins from Mt. San Jacinto Community College, James Leyba from Victor Valley Community College, and Angela McKinley from Chaffey Community College.  These stories of success left many of the participants with tears in their eyes.

One of attending counselors summed participation in the event by saying, “I plan to use this information to empower my students.  The bottom line is that I want to know where my students are coming from and their reality.  I don’t want to make unfounded assumptions, my goal is to meet the needs of every student I work with.  We need to stop blaming the system and start understanding what the system is.”

To find valuable information about the Desert Regional Consortium, go to http://www.desertcolleges.org.
