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SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY COLLEGE BECOMES AN ESSENTIAL PART OF ECONOMIC RECOVERY
San Bernardino Valley College is pivotal in creating a skilled regional workforce
San Bernardino, California, June 14, 2010- According to the California Community College Chancellor’s Office, the trend of increasing enrollment is likely to continue in the coming years. Restricted admissions at four-year universities, coupled with a double-digit unemployment rate, have led to record numbers of students seeking degrees, certification and job training.  The Obama administration has taken notice of America’s community college system, pointing to the creation of skilled workers as key to economic recovery.  “Community colleges are an essential part of our recovery in the present and our prosperity in the future,” Obama said.

After twelve years making a living in the mortgage business, Phil Rivas a 45-year old husband and father of four watched the foreclosure epidemic nearly destroy him financially.  The economic turmoil facing Phil and his family drove him to seek a new career.  Phil states, “I was looking for an industry I could get into that was pretty much recession proof.”  His research revealed the demand in wastewater treatment would increase over the next ten years.  Phil was sold on the idea and found that the program at San Bernardino Valley College couldn’t be beat.

In January of 2009 Phil started in the Wastewater Treatment Program.  “It really was a challenge to go back to school and learn a whole new industry-which is like learning a new language at my age,” Phil said.  “I had to have my focus set at a really high level and made school number one.”
Phil’s determination and hard work to say on top, along with his dedication and commitment, didn’t’ come without rewards along the way.  He earned multiple licenses in water distribution, water treatment, and a Wastewater I certificate.  He began an internship at San Bernardino County in February of 2009.  In October 2009, Phil’s efforts and sacrifices paid off when he was hired on full-time at the San Bernardino Plant.  
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“I wanted a stable career that I could retire from and this is it.  What’s my next step?  To get my Associate’s degree and then move on to a four year and keep getting better and better qualified,” Phil stated.  
- - - - - - - 

The Desert Regional Consortium is comprised of the 13 community colleges in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties.  Its mission is to communicate, coordinate, collaborate, promote and plan career and technical education and workforce and economic development in the Inland Empire/Desert Region.  To find valuable information about the Desert Regional Consortium, go to http://www.desertcolleges.org. 
