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Palo Verde Community College: Green Campus, Green Curriculum
Palo Verde Community College installs a Utility Scale Photovoltaic Solar System on campus to cut dependency on traditional energy and to develop a related Career and Technical Education program.
Blythe, California, May 25, 2010- Palo Verde Community College began to build a Utility Scale Photovoltaic Solar System in May of 2009.   According to Palo Verde Community College’s (PVC) website, “The Utility Scale Photovoltaic Solar System has been built under a power purchase agreement between PVC and BP Solar, it contains 6,400 panels.  The 1.2 megawatt system is connected into Southern California Edison’s system, and it provides approximately 80 percent of the campus’ current electricity usage.  This system became operational in September 2009.

As the nation turns their attention to green polices, industries and technologies, Palo Verde Community College is taking the lead in becoming a green campus and developing relevant green curriculum.  With the Utility Scale Photovoltaic Solar System in full operation, the college turned its focus to creating relevant curriculum for Utility Scale Photovoltaic Solar Installation in March 2010.  In connection with College of the Desert and the Riverside County Workforce Investment Board, Palo Verde Community College hosted a DACUM workshop.

Ohio State University (OSU) developed the DACUM process to help connect education more effective and efficiently to industry.  OSU defines DACUM as, “Developing A Curriculum.  It is an innovative and proven effective approach for job/occupational analyses.  It has proven to be an effective method for colleges to quickly determine the tasks and competencies that must be performed by persons employed in a given job or occupational area.”

A panel of six Utility Scale Photovoltaic Solar Installers attended this two day event.  Attendees came from a variety of location, from Phoenix, Arizona to Helendale, California.  As industry experts, they can define and describe their jobs more accurately than academia can.  Attendees were guided through a variety of specific brainstorming techniques to identify duties, general areas of job responsibility, and task performed.  
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Additionally, panelists identified general knowledge and skills required of successful workers, as well as tools, equipment, supplies, and materials. The solar installers also identified essential worker behaviors need for success, future occupational trends, and concerns likely to cause job changes.

All of this information will act as a foundation for industry relevant curriculum to be written by the college faculty.  With a solid foundation, Palo Verde faculty will be able to determine their training approach, develop competencies, develop learning objectives, develop performance measures, and develop a training plan.  All of this curriculum development work ensures that students learning will connect with actual job attainment after obtaining a certificate or degree.

To find valuable information about the Desert Regional Consortium, go to http://www.desertcolleges.org.
