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WHAT IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS?
(An article published in the New York Times, May 14, 2010, addresses the reality of 4-year degrees and career success.)
May 26, 2010- What is the key to success in the United States?  Educators and parents alike will tell children it is a college degree, a college degree equates to a better job, higher wages, and a happier life.  Is this a reality or a myth, especially in these economic times, when many states are cutting budgets for higher education?  

“It is true that we need more nanosurgeons than we did 10 to 15 years ago,” said Professor Vedder, founder of the Center for College Affordability and Productivity, a research nonprofit in Washington. “But the numbers are still relatively small compared to the numbers of nurses’ aides we’re going to need. We will need hundreds of thousands of them over the next decade.”

College degrees are simply not necessary for many jobs. Of the 30 jobs projected to grow at the fastest rate over the next decade in the United States, only seven typically require a bachelor’s degree, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Among the top 10 growing job categories, two require college degrees: accounting (a bachelor’s) and postsecondary teachers (up to a doctorate). But this growth is expected to be dwarfed by the need for registered nurses, home health aides, customer service representatives, store clerks, and skilled technicians. None of those jobs require a bachelor’s degree.

Professor Vedder likes to ask why 15 percent of mail carriers have bachelor’s degrees, according to a 1999 federal study.

James E. Rosenbaum, an education professor at Northwestern, said, high school counselors and teachers are not doing enough to alert students unlikely to earn a college degree to the perilous road ahead.
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“I’m not saying don’t get the B.A,” he said. “I’m saying, let’s get them some intervening credentials, some intervening milestones. Then, if they want to go further in their education, they can.”

To read the complete article, go to: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/16/weekinreview/16steinberg.html?hp
To find valuable information about the Desert Regional Consortium, go to http://www.desertcolleges.org.

