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CRAFTON HILLS COLLEGE’S RESPIRATORY THERAPY STUDENTS WIN SPUTUM BOWL COMPETITION
The Sputum Bowl is a competition for Respiratory Therapy students to show their skills and knowledge, and Crafton Hills students got to “show their stuff.”
Yucaipa, California, June 17, 2010 - In a world with a rapidly changing economy, high competition for jobs, and new technologies emerging every day, how is the next generation able to show they are prepared to enter the workforce?  Here is one answer: Crafton Hills Respiratory Care students, Ryan Rives of Redlands, Alfiya Shagiakhmetova of Redlands, Megan Robinson of Redlands, and Colin Day of Running Springs are the winners of the San Diego/Inland Empire Region and the California State champions of the Sputum Bowl Contest. 
The Sputum Bowl is a competition for Respiratory Therapy students to show their skills and knowledge, and Crafton Hills College students got to “show their stuff.”  It is a competition at the practitioner level, and has occurred for more than 30 years.  Since the late 1970’s, the Sputum Bowl has been part of every American Association of Respiratory Care (AARC) convention.  In 2004, the AARC included a separate student competition.

Each year, California Society of Respiratory Care (CSRC), conducts a “Student Night” and includes a regional Sputum Bowl Competition for the students within the programs in that region.  Our local region covers San Diego and Inland Empire.  Since the region is so large it is separated into northern and southern portions, the sub region have their own Student Night and subsequent Sputum Bowl competition.  
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This year, the northern portion of our region invited seven different colleges in the area to participate.  They were: Crafton Hills College, San Joaquin Valley College, Concorde Career College, Victor Valley College, American Career College, Mt. San Antonio College, and Loma Linda University.
A total of 11 teams competed this year, (some schools had two teams).  Crafton Hills College sent one team to compete and they won the Student Night competition.  Their names will be added to the large sputum bowl cup trophy and displayed in the Respiratory Care Department for a full year, and they progressed to the state level.
At the state convention, held at the Dolce Hayes Mansion in San Jose, California during the CSRC 42nd Annual Convention, the Crafton Hills College team competed with teams from Northern and Southern California.  Now the Crafton Hills team will compete at the National level during the AARC 56th International Respiratory Conference, in Las Vegas at the Convention Center December 6-9, 2010.  
- - - - - - - 

The Desert Regional Consortium is comprised of the 13 community colleges in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties.  Its mission is to communicate, coordinate, collaborate, promote and plan career and technical education and workforce and economic development in the Inland Empire/Desert Region.  To find valuable information about the Desert Regional Consortium, go to http://www.desertcolleges.org. 
