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CHAFFEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE CREATES A SEAMLESS TRANSITION 
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Chaffey Community College addresses California’s Tech Prep initiative by means of articulation

Rancho Cucamonga, Calif., March 23, 2010-Community colleges up and down the state of California have been charged with creating a seamless path for high school students into their local community colleges.  This initiative is part of the education reform movement in the United States.  According the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office (CCCCO), “Tech prep education is an articulated, planned sequence of study beginning in high school, and extending through at least two years of post secondary education or an apprenticeship program.  Emphasizing contextual learning and career pathways, Tech Prep in an important school-to-work transition strategy helping all students make the connection between school and employment.”
Chaffey Community College has been actively working to meet the needs of students, employers, and educational institutions by means of Tech Prep Articulation.   What is articulation?  “It is the process of developing agreements that identify courses (or a sequence of courses), from one education intuition, that are comparable to specific course requirements at another.  How does this process help high school students?  The Tech Prep Articulation process is created for high school students to earn college credit, enter a career pathway, see themselves as future college students, and enter college at an advanced level.”  The California Community College system currently serves more than 2.7 million students.  According to CCCCO data, California postsecondary Career and Technical Education (CTE) enrollment is more than 1.4 million.  Therefore CTE students make up more than half of all community college enrollments in California.  
-more-
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Chaffey Community College has focused its efforts on student participation in Tech Prep Articulation; as a result they have seen a student enrollment increase of approximately 500% in the program.  In the 2006-07 program year only 120 students were enrolled, but by the 2008-09 program year there was an increase to more than 593 students enrolled.  More than 444 students earned credit, from 108 in the 2006-07 program year to 444 in the 2008-09 program year. The number of high school participating in Tech Prep Articulation program doubled from 6 to 12.
How did Chaffey College achieve such outstanding results?  They set several goals, such as, continuing to increase college faculty, high school teachers, support staff, and student awareness of the Tech Prep Program.  They did this through outreach activities, publications, collaboration with Career Visions, and development of Chaffey Tech Prep Website, as well as high school and campus visits.  They sought to renew and develop new Tech Prep articulation agreements across a variety of industry sectors, allowing for continued dialogue and course alignment between high school and community college faculty.  Additionally, they sought to address issues in students obtaining course credit on an official high school transcript or students receiving advance placement into higher level courses.
What does this mean for high school students?  “Transfer articulation focuses on the development of course agreements and patterns with four year transfer universities (e.g., California State University, Univeristy of California, and private colleges) and provides definition for the community colleges to act as a conduit for students to pursue their goals to earn a baccalaureate degree.  Similarly, Tech Prep Articulation agreements provide a pathway for students to enter community college better prepared at an advanced level without unnecessary repetition.  It also provides a direct connection to Chaffey Community College CTE programs.”  To find out if your high school student qualifies for Tech Prep Articulation, visit http://www.chaffey.edu/tech_prep/.

To find valuable information about the Desert Regional Consortium, go to http://www.desertcolleges.org.

