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CHAFFEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENT FINDS HIS PASSION IN THE AUTOMOTIVE PROGRAM
Parents and teachers are always telling students they need to “pick a career,” but how does one pick a career that will make them happy and be financially secure?
Rancho Cucamonga, Calif., May 25, 2010- Chad Foster, in his book Teenagers Preparing for the Real World, says “I traveled across the United States and spoke with hundreds of students from all walks of life.  I asked them what they wanted to do when they finished high school, and almost all said the same thing: ‘I don’t know.’  I want to be successful, but I don’t know where to start.” He goes on to say, “It’s obvious that schools are educating these students.  But no one seems to be preparing them for the real world-which is where they will all be very soon.”

As most high school seniors do, Bobby began to think about his plans for college.  He says, “I had always been fascinated by cars, but the main instance that turned my attention to cars was when my own car busted. The radiator hose was destroyed, and I had to change it.  This experience made me really interested in cars and how they work.  It was this incident where I decided what my plans were going to be in the fall.”  Bobby White enrolled in Chaffey Community College and earned his certificate in the automotive program. 
Bobby describes his struggle to find a career, he stated “If I hadn’t decided to take an automotive class, I’m sure I would still have gone to college, but I would have gotten my general education units only.  It took me awhile to figure out that automotive was the route I wanted to go. So deciding what I was supposed to do for my future without automotive would have been very difficult.”

Chad Foster’s book guides students like Bobby in picking a career by using the following guidelines: 

1.  Don’t pick a career because your parents have that career.  “The career you choose is not inherited. This is something you can, and should control.”
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2.  Don’t pick a career because it will make you rich.  “Money should be a result of your work, but money should never be the reason for your work.”
3.  Don’t pick a career because it will make you famous.  “It is possible to be famous and happy, but fame cannot make you happy.”

4.  Choose a career because you have natural talents to do the job.  “Your natural talents are not listed on your birth certificate; a big part of succeeding and being happy in life is working in a career that uses your natural abilities.”

5.  Choose a career you have tried.  “You know how you feel about MTV because you have watched it.”

6.  Choose a career that will allow you to pay bills, save money, and maintain a good quality of life.  “Society is always telling you how important money is, but you will have to probably figure this out for yourself.”

Inadvertently Bobby followed these 6 simple rules.  Once Bobby decided his career, he chose Chaffey Community College because, “I wanted to enter an automotive class that had a reputable program that was close to home and less expensive than some other auto programs.”  He goes on to say, “If I ended up at another college, I probably would have settled for a career that I didn’t really enjoy or love to do.”

The knowledge and concern showed by the instructors at Chaffey made a huge impact on Bobby and his fellow classmates.  “It didn’t feel like we were students in a classroom being taught by an instructor.  It felt like a family of friends who got to hang out and learn a lot.  Mr. Osburn, created such a great atmosphere in the class that it was easy to pay attention and absorb all the information he had for us.  Without the experiences I have attained in my classes, I’d be a different person.”

To find valuable information about the Desert Regional Consortium, go to http://www.desertcolleges.org.

