DESERT REGIONAL CONSORTIUM MEETING

HILTON – SAN BERNARDINO

January 26, 2009
10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

MINUTES

I.
Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Ron Vito and introductions were made by all in attendance (31). 
II.
Updates from Breakouts
Occupational Deans
Ron Vito reviewed program approvals:  
Chaffey College -- Education Paraprofessional Level I certificate program (12 units) for a second read; Level II is already an approved certificate.

College of the Desert -- Second Read, currently part of their Environmental Technology Associates Degree:

· Turf Grass Technician, 18 units

· Pest Management Technician, 18 units

· Landscape and Irrigation Technician, 18 units

· Arborist Technician, 18 units

Copper Mountain brought the following programs for a first read:

· Electrical AS degree, 62 units

· Electrical Technician, Electronics Technician, Solar Tech Basic, and Advanced Solar

Rodger McGinniss is retiring in June.

Enrollments are up overall at all colleges.

Economic & Workforce Development
They really miss Scott Hammer’s presence.  He was a key contact for them.  Provided a written report, and encouraged all colleges to submit their written updates, very helpful.
EWD has a new Dean, Ray York.  The new Chancellor, Jack Scott, knows everyone and is very good for CTE.  EdPac is a strong emphasis to build relationships with non-profits.  Budget looks extremely good at this point, 100% funding being proposed.  About $12M in grants about to be released in about a month.
Regional Consortium Update

· Regional Chairs Meeting
A lot was already covered by Marshall.  Jack Scott is an advocate for CTE.  We cannot continue to serve students over our CAP.  Core Indicators hiccup—they hope to back off on performance indicators since employment retention is going down due to the current economy.


· Staff Development Approvals
Requests are about $4800 over the budgeted amount.  We can fund them all, but this will be all for the year. M/S/C Camak/Jaramillo
Recommended adding ACCCA to our list of approved activities—No opposition.

· Regional Project Funds:
Concept Development and Workplan
Handout explains purpose, scope of work, key elements of project.  We have two weeks to submit a concept/plan to use this project, or decline the money.  Anything we decide to do has to be completed by September 30, 2009.  Looking for Innovative ideas.  We came up with five different ideas. The group selected Robert Corona’s idea, which follows:

The Consortium grant will allow RCC to offer a series of six 1 ½ hour entrepreneurship workshops will be presented to aspiring entrepreneurs, culminating with a 5-7 minute “fast-pitch” presentation of their business plans to a panel of judges.  The six workshops in the first activity area will include topics of:

· Researching a business idea

· Analyzing the competition

· Understanding financials

· Interpersonal skills for entrepreneurs

· Basics of a business plan

· Presentation skills

Workshops will be offered at two other community college sites within the region. RCC will also pilot an online Virtual Business Incubator for the region with the funding.

CalWORKs

· Accountability issues, with Datatel.  Enrollment is increasing.

II.
Other Updates:


CCCAOE

Queen reminded everyone of the Spring Conference in San Francisco, March 11-13, 2009.  Be sure to register ASAP.  Registration fee has increased due to higher costs of holding the conference.  There is a Pre-Conference on March 10th, for an additional $175.  She asked for nominations for Legislator of the Year, will select one for the region.  Start thinking about nominating programs for next Fall.  Retirees will be recognized at the conference, we have one for sure, and two more possibles.

SB70 Projects
CTE Collaborative—Anyone who applied for the $400,000 main grant for next year has been approved.  February 2, CTE Collaborative Meeting, 12-3pm at the Hilton.  WestEd will be there.  They are checking to see if money is being spent appropriately.  There have received complaints that money is being used at the community college level and not at the K-12 level.
IV.
Presentation – Workplace Learning Resource Center HUB
Barbara Fanning gave a PowerPoint presentation describing the Workplace Learning Resource Center and what they provide (details in handout).
V.
College Updates
San Bernardino CCD was selected to receive $2M for developing a program for Nanotechnology.
Meeting adjourned at 1:30pm
Next meetings: 
March 12, 2009, at the CCCAOE Spring Conference, and March 23, 2009, at the San Bernardino Hilton.
