
Desert Regional Consortia

Regional Approval Process for New & Revised Programs

BACKGROUND:

The program approval process, as outlined in the California Community College Chancellor’s Office Program and Course Approval Handbook, September 2001, states:

“The Chancellor’s Office requires the recommendation of the Regional Occupations Consortia mainly as a means of carrying out its responsibility for ascertaining the need for the proposed program in regard to other community colleges in the area, as specified by Title 5, Section 55130(b)(6)(A).  The Chancellor’s Office will rely heavily upon the advice of the Regional Occupational Consortium in regard to the approval criterion of need.  If the review of evidence of need is thorough at the regional level, Chancellor’s Office approval will be expedited.  This regional review also serves as a quality check, so colleges can be assured that the design of their program curriculum is along the lines of current good practice as judged by their professional peers.”

In accordance with Chancellor’s Office guidelines and with past practice of the Desert Region, the Desert Regional Consortia, at its May 21, 2002 meeting, vested the responsibility for recommending new programs, program revisions, and other program matters with its regional occupational deans.  The process that local colleges should follow in order to obtain the recommendation of the Desert Regional Consortia is outlined below.  The Program and Course Approval Handbook can be accessed on-line through the Chancellor’s Office website:

http://www.cccco.edu/divisions/esed/aa_ir/CREDIT/credit_attachments/hnbk062402.doc
REGIONAL RECOMMENDATION PROCESS:

1.
Announcement of Intent
· A local college seeking the recommendation of the Desert Regional Consortia shall announce their intent to seek this recommendation any time prior to the Desert Regional Consortia meeting at which recommendation for approval is sought.  The chair of the regional occupational deans should be contacted via e-mail to have the announcement of intent placed on the next regional occupational deans’ agenda.

· The college’s occupational education dean (or other designated representative) must be present at the regional dean’s meeting in order to discuss the new program.  Copies of any pertinent information shall be provided by the college seeking program approval.  Any comments and/or concerns voiced by the regional deans will be recorded in the minutes for that meeting.

· The college’s occupational dean is responsible for communicating those comments and/or concerns to their college’s appropriate program personnel.

· The chair of the regional occupational deans will announce the intent to seek regional consortia recommendation for new program approval at the Desert Regional Consortia meeting immediately following the regional occupational deans’ meeting.

· In cases where it would be prudent to accelerate the regional consortia recommendation process, and where waiting for the next meeting of the regional occupational deans would cause unnecessary delay, a college’s occupational education dean may request that the announcement of intent be made and comments and/or concerns be sought via e-mail.  The dean will consult with the chair of the regional deans to determine the best way to accomplish this task.

2.
Presentation/Discussion and Recommendation for Approval of New Programs


· Once a college has completed the program approval documents, an electronic version of the Application for Approval-New Occupational Program will be submitted (excluding course outlines) to the Regional Consortia Coordinator (Julie.Pehkonen@rcc.edu).  Consortia staff will distribute the electronic document to all members of the consortia and will request that the item be placed on the regional occupational deans’ meeting agenda.

· A representative from the college seeking recommendation for program approval must be present for discussion at the regional occupational deans’ meeting.

· A vote for recommendation of the new program will occur at the regional occupational deans’ meeting.  Each college present at the meeting will receive one vote.  The occupational education dean or their designated representative will place the vote for their college.  A majority “YES” vote will be required for regional recommendation.  The outcome of the vote, along with any discussion, will be indicated in the minutes of the regional occupational deans’ meeting and will be announced at the Desert Regional Consortia Meeting immediately following the deans’ meeting.

· When the regional occupational deans have voted to recommend the new program, the chair of the Desert Regional Consortia will sign the Application for Approval-New Occupational Program.

3.
Presentation/Discussion of Program Revisions and other Program Matters Requiring Regional Recommendation
· Program revisions and other program matters requiring regional recommendation shall be submitted electronically to the Regional Consortia Coordinator (Julie.pehkonen@rcc.edu).  Consortia staff will distribute the electronic document to all members of the consortia.

· A representative from the college seeking recommendation for program revision or other program matters must be present for discussion at the regional occupational deans’ meeting.

· A vote for recommendation of the program revision or other program matter requiring regional recommendation will occur at the regional occupational deans’ meeting.  Each college present at the meeting will receive one vote.  The occupational education dean or their designated representative will place the vote for their college.  A majority “YES” vote will be required for regional recommendation.  The outcome of the vote, along with any discussion, will be indicated in the minutes of the regional occupational deans’ meeting and will be announced at the Desert Regional Consortia Meeting immediately following the deans’ meeting.

· When the regional occupational deans have voted to recommend the program revision or other program matter requiring regional recommendation, the chair of the Desert Regional Consortia will sign all appropriate documents.

Submitted for approval of the Desert Regional Consortia:  September 23, 2002

Revised and Adopted October 11, 2002
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